Nov. 4.1
Talking from books.
At another time, during our Tour, he drew the character of a rapacious Highland Chief with the strength of Theo-phrastus or la Bruycre; concluding with these words :—' Sir, he has no more the soul of a Chief, than an attorney who has twenty houses in a street, and considers how much he can make by them.'
He this day, when we were by ourselves, observed, how common it was for people to talk from books; to retail the sentiments of others, and not their own; in short, to converse without any originality of thinking. He was pleased to say,' You and I do not talk from books2.'
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4.
I was glad to have at length a very fine clay, on which I could shew Dr.' Johnson the Place of my family, which he has honoured with so much attention in his Journey. He is, however, mistaken in thinking that the Celtick name,
antry, or to be offended at his favourite topicks being treated lightly. I one day met him in the street, as I was hastening to the House of Lords, and told him, I was sorry I could not stop, being rather too late to attend an appeal of the Duke of Hamilton against Douglas. ' I thought (said he) their contest had been over long ago.' I answered, ' The contest concerning Douglas's filiation was over long ago ; but the contest now is, who shall have the estate.' Then, assuming the air of 'an ancient sage philosopher,' I proceeded thus : ' Were I to predicate concerning him, I should say, the contest formerly was, What is he ? The contest now is, What has he?'—'Right, (replied Mr. Harris, smiling,) you have done with quality, and have got into quantity.' BOSWELL.
1 Most likely Sir A. Macdonald.    Ante, p. 168.
3 Boswell wrote on March 18, 1775 :—'Mr. Johnson, when enumerating our Club, observed of some of us, that they talked from books,— ,-Langton in particular. " Garrick," he said, " would talk from books, if he talked seriously." "/," said he, "do not talk from books; you do not talk from books." This was a compliment to my originality; but I am afraid I have not read books enough to be able to talk from them.' Letters of Uoswdl, p. 181. See ante, ii. 413, where Johnson said to Boswell:—' I don't believe you have borrowed from Waller. I wish you would enable yourself to borrow more;' and i. 122, where he described 'a man of a great deal of knowledge of the world, fresh from life, not strained through books.'
Auckiulcck,ms. I, therefore, disbelieve the whole story. CROKER.
